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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by London 

(1,714,882). 

London discloses a sign system comprising: a base frame 16 mounted on a wall or a 
ceiling; and a plurality of replacement panels 20 (a different panel being manufactured for each 
address), each having at least one opening (Fig. 1), wherein a selected one of the replacement 
panels is detachably hooked in hook rails 11, 13 of the base frame, wherein the opening is 
covered by a colored member 22 (see page 1, lines 90-94). 

Regarding claim 2, London discloses that the colored member may be "of some suitable 
color" (page 1, line 92). This inherently encompasses any and all colors. Further, the recitation 
that the colors signify a men's restroom sign, an elevator sign, etc., colors can signify whatever 
one wishes them to signify. Therefore, this limitation does not define over the prior art. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over London 
(1,714,882). 

London discloses the invention substantially as claimed, as set forth above. However, the 
colored member disclosed by London is glass, rather than acrylic. Because it is within the level 
of ordinary skill of a worker in the art to select from among known materials on the basis of their 
suitability for the fabrication of a given device, and since a person having ordinary skill in the art 
would know that an acrylic would be suitable for the fabrication of a colored member, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
fabricate the colored member disclosed by London from an acrylic as a matter of choice in 
design, based on such factors as cost and availability of the materials to the designer. 

5. Claims 5 and 8-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
London (1,714,882) in view of Harper (4,587,753). 

Regarding claims 5 and 16, London discloses the invention substantially as claimed, as 
set forth above. However, London does not disclose a circuit board, port, controller and flasher. 
Harper teaches that it was known to incorporate these elements (see Figs. 2 and 3) into a sign of 
the type disclosed by London. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to incorporate the aforementioned elements taught by Harper 
into the sign disclosed by London, in order to make the sign flash, if desired. 

Regarding claims 8 and 18, London discloses the invention substantially as claimed, as 
set forth above. However, the colored member disclosed by London is glass, rather than acrylic. 
Because it is within the level of ordinary skill of a worker in the art to select from among known 
materials on the basis of their suitability for the fabrication of a given device, and since a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art would know that an acrylic would be suitable for the fabrication 
of a colored member, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to fabricate the colored member disclosed by London from an 
acrylic as a matter of choice in design, based on such factors as cost and availability of the 
materials to the designer. 

Regarding claims 9, 13, 19, 20, 22 and 23, London discloses that the colored member 
may be "of some suitable color" (page 1, line 92). This inherently encompasses any and all 
colors. 

Regarding claims 10, 11, 14, 15, 20, 22 and 23, the recitation that the colors signify a 
men's restroom sign, an elevator sign, etc., colors can signify whatever one wishes them to 
signify. Therefore, this limitation does not define over the prior art. 

6. Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over London 
(1,714,882) in view of Harper (4,587,753), as applied to claim 5, above, and further in view of 
Arnold (3,680,238). 

London, as modified, discloses the invention substantially as claimed, as set forth above. 
However, the flasher is a separate element, rather than a flasher bulb. Arnold teaches that it was 
known in the art to use a flasher bulb to achieve the same effect. It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a flasher bulb, 
instead of a separate flasher element, in the device disclosed by London, as taught by Arnold, as 
an obvious matter of choice in design. 
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7. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over London 
(1,714,882) in view of Harper (4,587,753), as applied to claim 16, above, and further in view of 
Sauer (2,850,823). 

London discloses the invention substantially as claimed, as set forth above. However, the 
sign is rectangular. Sauer teaches that it was known in the art to make a sign prismatic in shape 
in order that the sign can be read from two different directions. It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the sign disclosed 
by London prismatic, instead of rectangular, as taught by Sauer, in order that the sign can be read 
from two different directions. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant*s 
disclosure. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gary C. Hoge whose telephone number is (571) 272-6645. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 5-4-9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on (571) 272-6651 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 17-9.L97 (toll-free). 




Gary C Hoge 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3611 
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